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D onna Summer, affectionately 
known as “The Queen of Disco”, 
receives a royal celebration of her 

music, from her exceptionally talented 
sister, Mary Gaines Bernard. Mary, has 
traveled the world performing and 
recording with her sister for more than 
30 years, during that period she has  
had the pleasure of working with such 
industry luminaries as Giorgio Moroder, 
Quincy Jones Michael Omartian and 
Barbara Streisand to name a few.

 Mary has performed with Donna on 
the Academy Awards, Grammy Awards, 
American Music Awards and participated 
in notable events such as the presidential 
inauguration of Ronald Reagan. Donna 
Summer sold more than 100 million 
records worldwide and won five 
Grammy awards, with smash hits 
including “Last Dance,” “Hot Stuff,” 
“Bad Girls,” and “She Works Hard for 
the money”. Mary’s celebration of 
Summer is a continuation of Donna’s 
musical legacy where she shares her 
music and a lifetime of intimate stories 
from one of the few people in the world 
who knew her best.



I was recently asked “why are you doing these shows of your sister’s music?” My answer was, well, 

because I love my sister!

I was blessed to be born the younger sister of Donna Summer who, as it would be my good fortune, 

took me on the journey of a lifetime. As far back as l can remember she would remind me that she 

was going to be famous and she was going to show me the whole wide world. And of course, me, 

being her little sister, I believed her.

Many people may not know what it’s like growing up in a large singing family, but I do! As a little girl, 

I grew up singing with Donna along with our other siblings to the popular tunes of the day. We have 

always been a singing family. We had a group called “The Gaines Sisters” of which Donna was the 

boss and we sang all around the Boston area.

As I mentioned earlier, Donna told everyone who’d listen that she was going to be famous and we all 

believed her. Somehow, in my heart I knew that she was going to make good on her promises, “Belief” 

is an amazing thing.... so when that day came and she said, Mary, I want you to come sing with me, 

she said, you’re the only one who can do this; come on, I’m gonna show you the world. I Jumped at 

the opportunity and never looked back!

So, you ask me why I would want to sing her songs, tell her story as I know her.  This show lets me pull 

back the curtain a tiny bit, it lets me share a little more than what meets the eye.  I get to share what 

it was like to like to be on the road with this great diva and experience the amazing human being she 

was... Donna may not have tooted her own horn, so this is where I get to toot it for her!  I tell fan stories 

and some of the lesser known stories only we would know. I get to share some of our “adventures” 

and some of the stories behind the music and much more with special moments that we had in our 

travels on the road as sisters and friends.  This is where I get to “Toot toot ahh Beep Beep” all for her. In 

my show I get to share with the world the backstory, our story of promises made and promises kept.  

Of a wonderful sister, a phenomenal singer, an amazing talent.  But more than that, a woman whose 

love of life and people lives on in her music of which I am most honored to share. I know she’s smiling 

at me when I sing her music. I feel her presence; and for a moment time stands still and once again I 

get to sing with her.  In these moments and through her songs I believe that the audience can join in 

and take a walk with me down memory lane. There are so many wonderful memories!

Donna was such an inspiration to me as a singer and as a person. So, with the celebration of her life 

in music; I get to give back all that “sister love” that she gave me to those she loved… her audience!  

And so, the journey continues!

Mary Gaines Bernard


